
The DSA Ireland Summer School  has
become a key part  of  our  ef fort  to  create
space for  dialogue between development
researchers ,  pol icy  makers  and
pract i t ioners .  Register  now to join us for
this  essent ia l  two-day event  for  the
development studies  community .
This  third DSAI  Summer School  focuses
on innovat ive ways of  doing development
research which places part ic ipat ion and
"cit izen-dr iven"  research at  the centre of
i ts  pract ice.       I t  explores the relat ionship
between research and act ion,  and the
role  of  researcher  act iv ist .  This  summer
school  examines methodologies  of
c i t izen empowerment and ‘doing
part ic ipat ion’  in  the context  of  urban
and rural  poverty ,  displacement,  and
global isat ion.  
I t  problematizes the ‘expert  stance’  and
asks how the act iv ist  pract i t ioner
researcher  can promote both equity  and
eff ic iency in  development and
humanitar ian contexts  through lay
methodologies .  I t  asks  how we can scale
this  learning beyond micro sett ings to
being embedded within the g lobal
development and humanitar ian
community .
 
 

SUMMARY

DSA Ireland's  Third Summer
School
From amel iorat ive  to
transformat ive  change
 
Date:          
5th-6th June      
 
Locat ion:   
Universi ty  Col lege Cork
Room G20
Cork Enterpr ise Centre
Sunday's  Wel l ,  Cork
T23 TK30
 
Register:  
www.dsaireland.org
 
Fees:
Waged €50
Concession €25  
 

EVENT DETAILS SUMMARY



10:00 Registrat ion
Tea & Coffee

11 .00 Opening & welcome
Dr.  Angela  Veale  &
Dr.  Mart in  Galvin 

11:45 Basic  Pr inciples  & Pract ices
Nimesh Dhunghana,  
London School  of
Economics

13:15 Lunch

14.00 Action at  the Margins
Dr.  Patta  Scott-Vi l l iers ,
Inst i tute of  Development
Studies,  Universi ty  of
Sussex

15:30 Tea & Coffee

15:45

WED 5TH JUNE

17:00 Launch of  Strategic  Plan,
UCC Centre for  Global
Development

18:00 Reception & Refreshments
 

The Researcher  Act iv ist  Role
Dr.  Nita  Mishra,  I re land
India Inst i tute,  Dubl in  City
Universi ty  

9:15 Welcome
 

9.30

Welcome to the Machine:
Knowledge and Learning in  an
era of  Complexity ,
Compliance & Clutter
Connel l  Foley,  Concern
Worldwide

13:00 Lunch

11 .30

Champions of  Change
Stephen Cassidy,  PLAN 

11 .00 Tea & Coffee

14:00

THURS 6TH JUNE

15:30

Close of  Day 2  

15:45

Group Feedback & Evaluat ion 

Panel  Discussion  
 

Last  Words
Thank you & Wrap Up

16:00

DSA IRELAND 2019 SUMMER SCHOOL
 

FROM AMELIORATIVE TO
TRANSFORMATIVE
CHANGE 
M e t h o d o l o g i e s  o f  ' d o i n g
p a r t i c i p a t i o n '  i n  d e v e l o p m e n t  &
h u m a n i t a r i a n  c o n t e x t s



SPEAKERS
Nimesh Dhungana  is  a  Post-doctoral  Fel low based at  the Departments of  Methodology and
Internat ional  Development at  the London School  of  Economics and Pol i t ical  Science.  He recently
completed his  PhD in Social  Research Methods from the Department of  Methodology at  LSE.  His
PhD research examines the pol i t ics  of  governance,  and more speci f ical ly  c i t izen-based part ic ipatory
and accountabi l i ty  act iv ism in the wake of  the 2015  Nepal  Earthquake.  His  research interests  l ie  at
the intersect ion of  internat ional  development,  humanitar ianism,  and governance.  Nimesh is
or ig inal ly  f rom Nepal ,  where for  many years  he worked as  both as  a  development pract i t ioner  and
act iv ist .
 
Dr.  Patta  Scott-Vi l lers  is  a  Senior  Research Fel low,  who convenes the Power and Popular  Pol i t ics
Cluster  at  the Inst i tute of  Development Studies,  Universi ty  of  Sussex.  She is  a  pol i t ical  sociologist
whose research focuses on the pol i t ical  struggles  of  people on the margins of  pol i t ical  and
economic power,  speci f ical ly  in  relat ion to food,  land,  work and other  essentials  of  l i fe .  She works
with act ion research and also undertakes larger  scale  qual i tat ive part ic ipatory  studies  that  l ink the
local  and the global .  She co-convenes the act ion research methods and unruly  pol i t ics  courses for
the Masters  in  Power,  Part ic ipat ion and Social  Change at  IDS.  Recent  publ icat ions include Food
Riots ,  Food Rights  and the Pol i t ics  of  Provis ions,  publ ished by Routledge.
 
Connel l  Foley  is  current ly  Director  of  Strategy,  Advocacy and Learning at  Concern Worldwide ,  an
internat ional  NGO focused on el iminat ing extreme poverty  and responding to humanitar ian cr ises
and known for  i ts  work in  food and nutr i t ion securi ty ,  resi l ience bui lding,  health and educat ion in
fragi le  and conf l ict  af fected contexts .  What  he l ikes  about  Concern is  that  i t  is  a  passionate,
grounded,  pragmatic  and thoughtful  organisat ion that  is  interested in  f inding and del iver ing
solut ions to development chal lenges.  He l ikes  that  the arguments within Concern are as  r ich as
those that  he has had at  the Gates Foundation or  at  IFPRI  or  at  DFID technical  meetings.
The SAL team leads programme strategy and technical  support  for  programme qual i ty  as  wel l  as
driv ing learning and innovat ion.  He loves assembling a  team of  young people br ighter  than he who
wil l  chal lenge him and Concern.  Whi le  he is  one of  the wounded animals  who never  got  to  f inish his
PhD,  he has led Concern’s  engagement with researchers  over  the last  ten years .
 
Stephen Cassidy is  the Development Educat ion Off icer  at  Plan Internat ional  I re land ,  where he
del ivers  training and resources on global  issues to Pr imary and Post-Pr imary school  teachers ,  and
works with the Plan I reland Youth Advisory  Panel .  Pr ior  to  that ,  he was Head of  Suas Internat ional ,
where he managed educat ion programmes in  India,  Kenya and Zambia along with internat ional
youth volunteers .  He is  an experienced trainer ,  coach and faci l i tator  and holds an LLM in
Internat ional  Human Rights  Law from the I r ish Centre for  Human Rights .
 
Dr Nita  Mishra is  Research Fel low at  Dubl in City  Universi ty  and is  a part  t ime lecturer  with
expert ise  on r ights-based approaches to development,  gender,  role  of  non-government
organisat ions,  r ight  to  food,  and internat ional  development.  She has worked as  a  researcher  and
development pract i t ioner  with NGOs,  funding organisat ions,  and research organisat ions in  India .  In
Ireland,  Dr  Mishra is  the Convener  of  Academics Stand Against  Poverty ,  a  member of  the Steer ing
Committee of  DSAI  and the coordinator  of  the Civ i l  Society  Study Group,  and is  a  member of  many
working group committees of  community-based organisat ions.  She has publ ished research papers
and f ie ld-study reports  in  peer-reviewed journals .  Dr  Mishra’s  poetry  ref lects  the l ives  of  women
she has met,  and has been descr ibed as  the future of  I r ish feminism.
 
 
 
 



SPEAKERS

Dr Angela Veale  is  a  Lecturer  in  Appl ied Psychology,  UCC and a chi ld  psychotherapist .  As
a researcher ,  she aims to contr ibute in  the space between academic knowledge,  pol icy  and
pract ice.  Her  research and writ ing takes a  socio-cultural  and pol i t ical ly  s i tuated
understanding of  the psychological  wel lbeing of  chi ldren &  famil ies  in  I re land and
internat ional ly ,  often using a  part ic ipatory  act ion research or ientat ion.    She is  interested
in innovat ive and mixed research methodologies ,  in  part icular  working with creat ive
research methods.    She was partner  to    the NORFACE funded Transnat ional  Chi ld-Rais ing
between Europe and Afr ica,  and co-director  of  the Provict imus/Oak Foundation funded
project  on the social  re integrat ion of  young mother 's  formerly  associated with armed
groups in  Sierra  Leone,  L iber ia  and northern Uganda.  She is  a  former Fulbr ight  Scholar .
Her  research has been funded by I r ish Research Counci l ,  UCC Strategic  Research Fund,
Ir ish Aid,  Oak Foundation amongst  others .
 
Dr.  Nick Chisholm is  Director  of  the Centre for  Global  Development and Senior  Lecturer  in
Internat ional  Development & Food Pol icy ,  and the joint  MSc in  Rural  Development,
del ivered in  col laborat ion with Mekel le  and Hawassa Universi t ies  in  Ethiopia,  to  Ethiopian
rural  development pract i t ioners .  His  research  focusses pr imari ly  on two broad issues:
food insecurity  and hunger ,  and sustainable natural  resource management.  He adopts  a
hol ist ic  and mult i -discipl inary  perspect ive and an approach that  combines both appl ied
and theoret ical/conceptual  work.  His  pract ical  internat ional  development work for  a lmost
30 years  leads to a  strong appl ied focus including on strengthening inst i tut ional  capacity
of  teachers  and researchers  in  developing countr ies ,  part icular ly  Ethiopia and the
Phi l ippines.  His  work informs pol icy  development at  Government level  and has  fed in   to
Government of  I re land pol icy  and programming on hunger  and food securi ty  issues.
 
Dr.  Mart in  Galvin is  the UCC Civic  and Community  Engagement Off icer .    Mart in  has a
background is  in  community  development and educat ion,  and his   research interests  are in
the area of  universi ty-societal  engagement,  c i t izen engagement in  urban planning
and community-based-part ic ipatory-research.    Mart in  has publ ished in  the highly  ranked
Journal  of  Educat ion Pol icy  and has been a  v is i t ing researcher  at  the Universi ty  of
Hels inki .  His  publ icat ions cr i t ical ly  examine community  part ic ipat ion  in  urban
development drawing on Cri t ical  Theory and Cultural  Histor ical  Act iv i ty  Theory.  Mart in  is
a  board member of  the Centre for  Global  Development in  UCC and an af f i l iated researcher
with the Inst i tute for  Social  Science ( ISS21) .  He has a  l i fe long commitment to  social  just ice
and addressing inequal i ty .  Mart in  is  a  graduate of  Tr inity  Col lege Dubl in,  has a  Masters  in
Educat ional  Leadership from the Universi ty  of  Pennsylvania and a PhD in Educat ion from
the Universi ty  of  L imerick .
 
 
 


