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One of  the many insightful  observat ions Dr
Iryna Pawłowska made was that  the war
against  Ukraine catalysed support  for  the
presidents  of  the aggressor  and the attacked
country  a l ike .  Whereas i t  is  easier  to
understand why support  for  Volodymyr
Zelensky soared from 41% to 93% since the
outbreak of  the war ,  i t  is  less  obvious why
support  for  Vladimir  Put in would have
increased from 71  to  83% for  the same
period of  t ime.  

The on-going Russian invasion of  Ukraine
shattered the l ives  of  the people of  Ukraine and
laid bare the assumptions of  peaceful  co-
habitat ion with authori tar ian dictators
dreaming of  restor ing the bipolar  world order .
The humanitar ian cr is is  that  ensued tr iggered
unprecedented upsurge of  grassroots
organis ing to  greet  and accommodate four
mil l ion refugees (as  of  the end of  March 2022)
in  countr ies  neighbouring with Ukraine’s
western and southern borders ,  and beyond.  The
democrat izat ion of  Ukraine and the
development of  i ts  c iv i l  society  proved as
unacceptable to  the Russian government as  i ts
own pol i t ical  opponents  and internat ional
NGOs aka “foreign agents”.  Authoritar ian
rulers  thus disprove any doubts  that  an
authentic  c iv i l  society  is  a  prerequis i te  for
democracy.  To discuss the development of  c iv i l
society  in  Ukraine,  this  webinar  features
prominent  speakers  who have played seminal
role  in  the external  support  for  Ukrainian c iv i l
society ,  studied grassroots  organis ing in
Ukraine and conducted research among Russian
pol i t ical  migrants .
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To quote f rom Dr I ryna Pawłowska,  after  the end of  the war ,  prospects  for  Russian
people include a  long-term road to insight ,  reassessment of  state  pol icy ,  change of
power and lustrat ion of  of f ic ia ls ,  the road from hatred to repentance,  economic
recovery after  sanct ions,  establ ishing a  dialogue with Ukraine and with countr ies  that
did not  support  Russia 's  act ions in  Ukraine.
On the other  hand,  prospects  for  the Ukrainian people include restorat ion of
destroyed c i t ies ,  re integrat ion of  returning refugees,  moral  recovery  after  the horrors
of  the war  (especial ly  chi ldren) ,  strengthening the professional  army and the nat ional
defence system,  f inal  decommunizat ion,  lustrat ion among of f ic ia ls  who supported
occupants ,  strengthening the posit ions in  the internat ional  arena (pr imari ly  accession
to the European Union) ,  establ ishing dialogue with Russia .
Dr  Joanna Fomina focused on the concept  of  democrat ic  remittances and responsible
emigrat ion,  i .e .  the idea that  (pol i t ical )  migrant  act iv ists  not  only  can,  but  a lso must
engage in  ant i -Kremlin regime act iv i t ies  f rom abroad.  She presented a  fol low up to her
last  research project  (2017-2019)  on the interplay between migrat ion and
democrat izat ion based on the analysis  of  pro-democrat ic  part ic ipat ion of  Russian
diasporic  and migrant  communit ies  post  2011  fol lowing Kremlin’s  increased
persecutions against  the democrat ic  opposit ion and c iv i l  society .  
The results  of  this  research just  came out  in  Routledge “Pol i t ical  Dissent  and
Democrat ic  Remittances.  The Act iv i t ies  of  Russian Migrants  in  Europe”.  She
advocated for  the importance of  democrat ic  resi l ience,  i .e .  keeping up opposit ion
voices,  even i f  f rom a distance.  She insisted this  way Russian pol i t ical  migrants  can
contr ibute to  the eventual  fa l l  of  the autocrat ic  regime in  Russia  whi le  counter-
balancing the nat ional ist ,  xenophobic  and mil i tar ist ic  engagement of  Russian
diaspora,  part icular ly  in  selected EU states,  including Germany or  Latvia .  
She highl ighted that  Russian migrants  do not  act  in  a  vacuum, but  often co-operate
with European and Ukrainian volunteers ,  organizat ions,  media out lets  and pointed
out  that  their  migrant  voices and part ic ipat ion in  the publ ic  sphere is  a lso key for
democrat ic  societ ies  of  the EU countr ies .
Prof .  Donnacha Ó Beacháin provided the histor ic  background for  the on-going war
Russia  waged against  Ukraine.  He shared his  insight  f rom his  part ic ipat ion in
academic events  and travel l ing extensively  throughout  the former Soviet  space and
reminded us that  Russia’s  imperial ism has been there for  us  in  plain s ight .  Later  on
he responded to a  quest ion regarding the s imi lar i t ies  between Ire land and Ukraine.
Al l  webinar  part ic ipants  agreed the issues the event  touched upon cal l  for  further
invest igat ion and that  the understanding of  the processes which took place in  the
region of  East-Central  Europe and former Soviet  Republ ics  versus Russia ,  especial ly
after  the end of  the Cold war ,  need to be reappraised.  
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