
Discussions ranged from the di f ferences
between NGOs in Poland to those in  the global
South and in  West  Asia ,  to  the di f ferences in
remunerat ion of  the local  development of f ic ia l
with that  of  the ‘ foreign expert ’  f rom donor
organizat ions.  Dr  Nati l  d iscussed the barr ier  to
ef fect ive funct ioning of  c iv i l  society
organizat ions at  the local  and nat ional  level .  To
what  extent  have the pol i t ical  and funding
shi f ts  inf luenced the work of  c iv i l  society
organizat ions at  the local  and nat ional  level?
He brought  attent ion to the pol i t ical ,  social  and
funding shi f ts  as  main chal lenges and barr iers
to CSOs'  engagement and contr ibut ion to the
process of  change and development in  some
countr ies .  Dr  Chimiak focused on on the
emergence and growth of  NGDOs in the ECE
country  which used to be the major  recipient  of
Western aid after  1989.  The research was
conducted among internat ional ized NGOs,
some of  which evolved from nat ional/ local
NGOs overcoming di f ferences and competit ion.
Pol ish aid was compared to other  western
European development aid and i ts  ‘ in-between’
natural  af f ini ty  with partners  f rom the global
South.  Concepts  l ike  “creeping
depol i t ic izat ion” and “the recipient  syndrome”
were discussed.  Success l ies  in  engaging in
cooperat ion and sol idar i ty .  A threat  to  ef fect ive
CSO work was reduced funding from individual
donors for  NGOs.  NGOs need emergency
funding to survive in  t imes of  COVID-19 and the
state appears  to  be the rel iable  partner  able  to
provide this  support ,  which raises issues
around r isks  of  losing independence.
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The Civ i l  Society  Study Group
held i ts  f i rst
webinar  for  Summer 2020
tit led ‘Do we st i l l  need Non-
Government Organizat ions?’
on the 16th of  June between
2.00-3 .00pm.  
I t  was chaired and moderated
by Prof  Amit  Prakash of  Law
and Governance at  the Centre
for  the Study of  Law and
Governance,  Jawaharlal  Nehru
Universi ty ,  New Delhi .  
Speakers  were 

Both have recently  publ ished
books on NGOs (see Resource
l ist ) ,  and we thought  this  was
a good start  to  a  CSSG
webninar  ser ies .  Part ic ipants
included post  graduates,
development pract i t ioners ,
and academics f rom across
the globe (Ukraine,  USA,
India,  I re land and Zambia) .
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logist ics--  more t ime for  discussions;
being able  to  use webinar  ef fect ively  -  plan to continue the ser ies  by using one of  the
speakers  as  the chair  for  the next  webinar ,  and so on for  continuity  of  discussions on
the subject;  
a id for  development & aid for  humanitar ian causes is  a  potent ial  topic  where we can
col laborate;  
there is  a  lot  of  interest  generated but  ult imately  not  everyone f inds t ime to join in .

As the study group adapt  their  working to onl ine environments in  response to COVID-19,
the group ref lected on how they would l ike  to  work,  making best  use of  the technology as
a plat form to continue dialogue and through a proposed webinar  ser ies .  Learnings f rom
col laborat ing on this  f i rst  webinar  were as  fol lows:  
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There was a  discussion around the idea of  the Grand Bargain which is  a  unique
agreement between some of  the largest  donors  and humanitar ian organizat ions.
Convener  directed attent ion to the need to del ineate a  di f ference between Aid for
Development and Aid in  Humanitar ian contexts .  This  impl ies  that  the CSSG could
perhaps co-host  a  discussion with the Humanitar ian Aid Study Group.  
Pol ish aid professionals’  af f ini ty  with their  partners  f rom the Global  South,  borne
from the in-between nature of  the country  as  a  nat ion which st i l l  faces var ious social
problems and benef i ted from Western assistance,  that  represents  their  real
comparat ive advantage in  development cooperat ion---  was key to Dr  Chimiak’s
presentat ion.          
The s igni f icance of  the ‘ insider-outsider’  in  development interventions was
highl ighted.              
The core to good governance and good development pract ice was ensuring
responsibi l i ty  and ownership of  projects  l ie  with local  development pract i t ioners  as
they are cultural ly  embedded in  their  development context  and have a  direct  stake in
i ts  success.
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Galia  Chimiak and Bozena Cier l ik  (eds) .  2020,  Pol ish and Ir ish Struggles  for  Sel f -
Determinat ion.  L iv ing near  Dragons (no publ isher  c i ted)
 
Gal ia  Chimiak.  2016.The Growth of  Non-Governmental  Development Organisat ions in
Poland and Their  Cooperat ion with Pol ish Aid.  Warsaw: IF iS  Publ isher
 
Nati l ,  I . ,  Sai ,  Y .  and V. ,  (2020)  Barr iers  to  ef fect ive Civ i l  Society  Organisat ions:
Pol i t ical ,  Social  and Funding Shi f ts .  Routledge,  Oxford and New York.
https://www.routledge.com/Barr iers-to-Ef fect ive-Civi l -Society-Organisat ions-Pol i t ical -
Social -and/Nati l -Mal i la-Sai/p/book/9780367512583

Nati l ,  I . ,  P ieroban,  C.  and Tauber,  L .  (2019)  The Power of  Civ i l  Society  
 https://doi .org/10.4324/9780429265006
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Main chal lenges  CSOs faced was f luctuat ing interests  and membership.  This  was not
perceived as  negat ive because people are engaged in  mult iple  act iv i t ies .  Qual i ty  of
t ime spent  with the CSO was deemed more important  than number of  hours .  
Part ic ipants  found value in  connect ing with each other  through their  work and
interests .  We plan to have the same groups for  a  second workshop towards the end of
the year  to  see what  progress has been made in  terms of  l inking,  learning,  and working
with each other .
Raising awareness through dialogue  and reaching out  to  other  CSOs is  key to going
forward.  
The role  of  a  s ingle  indiv idual 's  pol i t ical  wi l l  and commitment  is  at  the core of  the
success of  development ini t iat ives .  
Interest ing to note that  c iv i l  society  groups have a  good mix of  academics and
development pract i t ioners ,  as  wel l  as  academics who are development pract i t ioners
themselves and have taken init iat ives  to  chal lenge di f ferent  forms of  inequal i t ies-
income,  c l imate,  migrat ion,  food insecurity  etc .  
The CSA model  is  a  way to sel f -organise food distr ibut ion systems .  This  is  more than a
model  to  feed you with healthy,  local  and organic  food;  i t  is  a  commitment,  and
encourages learning and community  engagement.  Although CSAs are a  relat ively  new
concept  in  I re land,  they have been thr iv ing in  other  parts  of  the world for  many years .

This  workshop aimed to share evidence-based development pract ices of  local  I r ish
community-based groups with the academia and Ir ish pol icy  makers  to  showcase best
pract ice,  possible  di f f icult ies  and how these were overcome as and when they arose.
  

HIGHLIGHTS

 
SUMMARY
DOCUMENT

 https://www.ir ishaid. ie/media/ ir ishaid/aboutus/abetterworldirelandspol icyfor internat ion

aldevelopment/A-Better-World- Irelands-Pol icy- for- Internat ional-Development.pdf  

 https://www.communitysupportedagriculture. ie

https://www.foodture. ie

https://www.facebook.com/Migrant-Art ist -Community-103278031215598/

https://basic income. ie/

https://akidwa. ie/news/

https://www.facebook.com/welcomecafedubl in/
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