
The World Bank est imates that  around 2  
bi l l ion people l ive  in  countr ies  af fected by 
f ragi l i ty ,  conf l ict  and violence,  and c lassi f ies  
36 countr ies  or  terr i tor ies  as  being in  f ragi le  
s i tuat ions now.  Cr ises  take many shapes and 
forms,  such as  deter iorat ing governance,  
prolonged pol i t ical  cr is is ,  post-conf l ict  
t ransit ion and fragi le  reform processes,  often 
in  a  context  of  disasters  of  natural  resource 
disasters  and c l imate change with g lobal  
hunger  increased in  these s i tuat ions.
According to FSIN,  in  2017,  124 mil l ion 
people faced cr is is- level  food insecurity ,  with 
conf l ict  the key dr iver  in  60 per  cent  of  cases 
of  acute food insecurity .  The Nutr i t ion and 
Health study group of  the DSAI  br ings you 
this  session on Nutr i t ion and Hunger  with 
conf l ict  in  emergencies  g ives a  unique 
opportunity  to  analyse;  displacement;  
humanitar ian needs and the legal  f ramework 
support ing this .  In  addit ion nutr i t ion 
programmes that  is ,  infant  and young chi ld 
feeding in  emergencies  ( IYCFE)  and 
community  management of  acute 
malnutr i t ion (CMAM) are reviewed.  I t  
explores both the direct  and indirect  ways in  
which conf l ict  dr ives hunger ,  i ts  impact  on 
longer-term food securi ty  resi l ience,  and the 
considerat ions humanitar ian actors ,  donors 
and governments should take into account  in  
prevention and response.  F inal ly  i t  explores 
how disabi l i ty  is  managed in  an emergency 
context  and the impact  of  disabi l i ty  on 
nutr i t ion,  the pol icy  f ramework surrounding 
this  and the r isks  of  exclusion in  
emergencies .
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SPEAKERS

Grace Maclean
Grace qual i f ied as  a  Diet i t ian and has worked as  
a  nutr i t ionist  focusing on intel lectual  disabi l i ty  
s ince 1999.  She graduated with a  MSc Global  
Health,  Tr inity  Col lege (2015)  and MSc Publ ic  
Health in  Disasters ,  Karol inska Inst i tute,  
Sweden (2018) .  She has years  of  experience of  
both development and humanitar ian nutr i t ion 
work having worked in  Malawi  for  four  years  with 
the WFP and work in  Ethiopia with UNICEF.  She 
joined Ir ish Aid Rapid Response Roster  and has 
just  returned in  January 2019 from Bangladesh 
where she worked with UNHCR in the Rohingya 
cr ises .  Grace has a  special  interest  in  disabi l i ty  
and nutr i t ion in  emergency;  l inks  between 
disabi l i ty  and nutr i t ion;  pol icy  f rameworks and 
human r ights  in  relat ion to disabi l i ty  and 
exclusion in  emergencies .
 
Dr.  Caitr iona Dowd
Dr.  Caitr iona Dowd is  Humanitar ian Pol icy  
Advisor  for  Concern Worldwide,  based in 
Dubl in.  In  her  role ,  Caitr iona supports  
peacebui lding programming and mainstreaming 
conf l ict  sensit iv i ty  throughout  Concern’s  
programme countr ies ,  and leads on conf l ict  
research within the organisat ion.  Pr ior  to  joining 
Concern,  Caitr iona worked in  academia,  where 
her  research focused on the pol i t ics  and 
geography of  v iolent  conf l ict  in  sub-Saharan 
Afr ica;  identi ty-based conf l icts;  and the 
measurement and tracking of  v iolence.  
Caitr iona’s  work has been publ ished in  Afr ican 
Affairs;  Terror ism and Pol i t ical  Violence;  The 
Journal  of  Modern Afr ican Studies  and Pol i t ical  
Geography.

13:30 Registrat ion & Lunch,  
DSAI

13:55 Chair  opening & welcome,
Jacinta Greene

14:00 Hunger  Conf l ict  and Food 
Securi ty  Resi l ience,
Dr .  Caitr iona Dowd

14:45 Nutr i t ion in  the context  
of  the Humanitar ian 
Response to Emergency,  
Grace Maclean

15 .30 Panel  Discussion,  
Grace Maclean and Dr.  
Caitr iona Dowd

16:00 Nutr i t ion and health study 
group-  Business meeting,  
Jacinta Greene

17:00 Close of  Meeting,  DSAI
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