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WHY MIGRATION WHY MIGRATION 
MATTERSMATTERS
•HUMAN RIGHTS CANNOT STOP AT NATIONAL BORDERS
•MIGRATION CAN BE HUGE BOOST TO GLOBAL 
DEVELOPMENT

•LOCATION NOW THE MAIN DETERMINANT OF SOCIAL 
INEQUALITY:

IN 1850 GLOBAL INEQUALITY ACCOUNTED FOR 50/50%
BY BETWEEN COUNTRY AND WITHIN COUNTRY 
INEQUALITIES
IN 2000 85 % OF GLOBAL INEQUALITY DUE TO 
DIFFERENCES IN MEAN COUNTRY INCOMES AND ONLY
15% DUE TO INTERNAL CLASS DIFFERENCES



PEOPLE MOVE FROM LESS PEOPLE MOVE FROM LESS 
TTO MORE DEVELOPED O MORE DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIESCOUNTRIES





BUT MOST MOVEMENT BUT MOST MOVEMENT 
OF PEOPLE OCCURS OF PEOPLE OCCURS 
WITHIN REGIONSWITHIN REGIONS





MYTHS AND MYTHS AND 
PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES



NEW YORK 1860

POPULATION 
FALLS FROM 8 TO 

5 MILLION 
BETWEEN 1840 
AND 1860. HALF 

WENT TO US



SAHARA 2000

20,000 CROSS 
FROM AFRICA 
TO EUROPE, 
120,000 GO 

TO MAHGREB



MEXICO 2010

SOUTH VIEW

NORTH VIEW



1. MODERNIZATION THEORY

OPTIMISTIC

SOUTH GAINS

BRAIN GAIN

REMITTANCES POSITIVE

DEVELOPMENT/ MIGRATION POSITIVE CIRCLE

THEORETICAL THEORETICAL 
PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES



2. DEPENDENCY THEORY

PESSIMISTS

SOUTH LOSES

BRAIN DRAIN

REMITTANCES NEGATIVE

NEGATIVE CUMULATIVE CAUSATION OF UNDER-
DEVELOPMENT

THEORETICAL THEORETICAL 
PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES



3. BEYOND THE IMPASSE

ANTI-DETERMINIST

AGENCY COUNTS

NO OVERARCHING THEORY, COMPLEXITY AND 
INDETERMINACY

HETEROGENEITY OF REAL LIFE MIGRATION-
DEVELOPMENT NEXUS

NEW APPROACHES: NEW ECONOMICS AND 
LABOUR MIGRATION AND LIVELIHOODS 
PERSEPCTIVE. BOTH CENTRE HOUSEHOLD 
STRATEGIES

THEORETICAL THEORETICAL 
PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES



MAPPING THE ISSUES                MAPPING THE ISSUES                

REMITTANCESREMITTANCES
CONSUMPTIONCONSUMPTION

ECONOMIC GROWTHECONOMIC GROWTH
BRAIN GAINBRAIN GAIN--BRAIN DRAINBRAIN DRAIN

EQUALITY/INEQUALITYEQUALITY/INEQUALITY
LABOUR LOST/LABOUR GAINEDLABOUR LOST/LABOUR GAINED

POLITICAL EMPOWERMENTPOLITICAL EMPOWERMENT
/DISEMPOWERMENT/DISEMPOWERMENT

Development Underdevelopment
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PARAMETERS OF PARAMETERS OF 
MIGRATION MIGRATION 

 THE NEW THE NEW MOBILITIESMOBILITIES::
CAPITAL/IDEAS/CULTURE/FINANCE/PEOPLECAPITAL/IDEAS/CULTURE/FINANCE/PEOPLE

 FLEXIBILISATIONFLEXIBILISATION OF LABOUR: OF LABOUR: 
GLOBAL LABOUR MARKETGLOBAL LABOUR MARKET

 THE RETURN OF INFORMALITY: THE RETURN OF INFORMALITY: 
BRAZILIANIZATIONBRAZILIANIZATION

 THE ‘THE ‘PRECARIATPRECARIAT’: ’: 
PRECARIOUS WORK, PRECARIOUS WORK, PRECARIZATIONPRECARIZATION, MIGRATION , MIGRATION 
AND EXPLOITATIONAND EXPLOITATION



THE REMITTANCES ISSUETHE REMITTANCES ISSUE

 GLOBALLY, THE WORLD’S 232 MILLION 
INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS ARE EXPECTED TO 
REMIT EARNINGS WORTH $550 BILLION THIS YEAR. 
3 TIMES GREATER THAN ODA?

 BUT IS IT ALL GOOD NEWS? OVERSEAS AID NOT 
NEEDED?

 WHAT ABOUT THE IMPACT IN TERMS OF NATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT?







REMITTANCES IN REMITTANCES IN 
CONTEXTCONTEXT
 ONLY A DEPENDENT ELEMENT IN DEVELOPMENT ONLY A DEPENDENT ELEMENT IN DEVELOPMENT 

PROCESSPROCESS

 IMPACT IS CONTEXT DEPENDENT AND CAN BE IMPACT IS CONTEXT DEPENDENT AND CAN BE 
NEGATIVENEGATIVE

 FOCUS ON UNEVEN DEVELOPMENT IN THE ERA OF FOCUS ON UNEVEN DEVELOPMENT IN THE ERA OF 
GLOBALIZATIONGLOBALIZATION

 DOES NOT ABSOLVE THE NATIONAL DOES NOT ABSOLVE THE NATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT STATEDEVELOPMENT STATE



PARADIGM SHIFTSPARADIGM SHIFTS

 INTERNAL/INTERNATIONAL MIGRATIONS INTERNAL/INTERNATIONAL MIGRATIONS 
BLURREDBLURRED

 DEVELOPMENT IMPACT OF BOTH IS SIMILAR DEVELOPMENT IMPACT OF BOTH IS SIMILAR 
AND NOT CONCEPTUALLY DIFFERENTAND NOT CONCEPTUALLY DIFFERENT

 INTERNAL MIGRATION IN INDIA AND CHINA IS INTERNAL MIGRATION IN INDIA AND CHINA IS 
DOUBLE THE TOTAL NUMBER OF GLOBAL DOUBLE THE TOTAL NUMBER OF GLOBAL 
MIGRANTSMIGRANTS





TRANSNATIONALISMTRANSNATIONALISM

 BEYOND METHODOLOGICAL NATIONALISMBEYOND METHODOLOGICAL NATIONALISM

 A WORLD OF FLOWSA WORLD OF FLOWS

 CIRCULAR MIGRATIONCIRCULAR MIGRATION



AGENCYAGENCY

 MIGRANTS MAKE CHOICESMIGRANTS MAKE CHOICES

 MIGRANTS ARE WORKERSMIGRANTS ARE WORKERS

 SOCIETY MAKES POLITICAL CHOICESSOCIETY MAKES POLITICAL CHOICES



JUSTICE FOR JANITORSJUSTICE FOR JANITORS



BRINGING MIGRATION BRINGING MIGRATION 
BACK INBACK IN
 MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT ARE MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT ARE 

INSEPARABLE; INTERNAL AND INTERNATIONAL INSEPARABLE; INTERNAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
MIGRATION RESPONDS MIGRATION RESPONDS TO SAME PRESSURESTO SAME PRESSURES

 PART OF POST 2015 DEVELOPMENT AGENDA IF PART OF POST 2015 DEVELOPMENT AGENDA IF 
WIDER DEVELOPMENT DEFINITION ADOPTEDWIDER DEVELOPMENT DEFINITION ADOPTED

 HIGH LEVEL DIALOGUE ON MIGRATION AND HIGH LEVEL DIALOGUE ON MIGRATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT 2013?DEVELOPMENT 2013?


